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Photo- identification is one of the least intrusive ways to study stocks and populations of 
cetaceans. The European Commission funded a three year project from 2001 to 2004, to 
design and construct a database system of cetacean photos, to design a method for feature 
based retrieval and to set up a network of scientists involved in photo- id. The project was one 
of the initiatives to develop infrastructure for marine research as part of the Fifth Framework 
Programme. XX parties from YY countries participated in the project. More than 50 000 
photos were collected and digitised and programmes were written for retrieval by trailing 
edge of fluke, dorsal fin or patches. The database and the tools are now available for the  
research community. 


